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Guide

SXASW 2026

3,029 sessions curated into 5 areas of interest.
Austin, Texas — March 12-18, 2026.

Al & Technology
Business & Startups
Film, TV & Entertainment

Music & Culture

Marketing & Creators



TOP PICKS

2026 Edition Highlights

The best of the festival, across all categories. If you can only attend 10, make it these.

01 Fri 13

Steven Spielberg: The Big Picture

Spielberg presents a documentary on Al and cinema. The festival's most anticipated event.

02 Satl4

Amy Webb: 2026 Emerging Tech Trend Report

The annual report that defines the year's tech trends. A must-attend.

03 Fri 13

Larry David & Jeff Schaffer

The creators of Seinfeld and Curb live. Pure comedy with the master of observation.

04 Satl4

A Conversation with Garry Tan (Y Combinator)
YC's CEO on the future of startups and venture capital.

05 Fri 13

Spotify's Co-CEO: Future of Creativity

Spotify celebrates 20 years. The new Co-CEO reveals what's next.

06 Sat 14

Breaking Bad — Pluribus: Vince Gilligan
Rhea Seehorn and Vince Gilligan on the new post-Breaking Bad universe.

o7 Sun 15

Keynote: Al Must be Human Centric
Rana el Kaliouby: Al that understands emotion is not a threat — it's the future.

08 Sun 15

Governor Gavin Newsom: Networth and Chill
California's Governor on economics, regulation, and innovation.

(0]¢] Tue 17

HBO's ROOSTER: Steve Carell & Bill Lawrence

Exclusive preview of HBO's new series with cast and creators.

10 Wed 18

Keynote: Artists, Activism & First Amendment
Closing keynote. Art, activism, and freedom of expression.
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Al & Technology

228 sessions

The festival's biggest track. From autonomous agents to Al ethics.

Fri 13

Keynote: The Big Picture with Steven Spielberg

Sat 14

Amy Webb: 2026 Emerging Tech Trend Report

The annual tech trend report. Always a must-attend reference.

Sun 15

Keynote: Why the Future of Al Must be Human Centric

Rana el Kaliouby on human-centered Al. Emotion as a differentiator.

Sat 14

Vibe Coding: From Idea to MVP at Warp Speed

The new wave of Al-assisted programming. From idea to product in hours.

Mon 16

How to Design a Company That Al Can't Outpace

Strategies for companies to stay relevant in the age of Al.

Sat 14

The Internet After Search

What comes after Google? Agent-based browsing, direct answers.

Mon 16

Keynote: Nature Speaks. Can Al Help Us Listen?

Al applied to environmental conservation and communicating with nature.

Spielberg presents a documentary on Al and cinema history. The most anticipated event.
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Business & Startups

123 sessions

Fundraising, scaling, and lessons from founders who've been there.

Sat 14

A Conversation with Garry Tan

Y Combinator's CEO on the future of venture capital and startups.

Tue 17

The Science of Scaling: Using Data to Decide When to Scale

When to grow fast and when to hold back. Data-driven decisions.

Fri 13

Founder-Led Growth: Audience Signal into Al-Powered Commerce

How founders turn audience into revenue with Al.

Mon 16

The Great Flip: Why Every Industry Is Running Backwards

Entire industries reinventing themselves. What changes for entrepreneurs.

Sun 15

Andrew Ross Sorkin on the 1929 Crash — and Today's Economy

Parallels between the 1929 crisis and today's economy. Historical perspective.

Sun 15

Networth and Chill With Guest Governor Gavin Newsom

California’'s Governor on economics, regulation, and innovation.

Sat 14

How Crypto is Building New Capital Markets for Everyone

Crypto beyond speculation: new decentralized capital markets.
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Film, TV & Entertainment

180 sessions

Premieres, conversations with directors, and the future of storytelling.

Fri 13 +cal

A Waste of Time with Larry David and Jeff Schaffer

Larry David and the creator of Curb. A must for comedy fans.

Sun 15 +cal

Bob Odenkirk: Action Hero Phase + NORMAL

Saul Goodman turned action hero. Odenkirk on the transition.

Sun 15 +cal

Clips & Conversation with Riz Ahmed on BAIT

Actor and rapper Riz Ahmed shares clips and discusses BAIT.

Tue 17 +cal

HBO's ROOSTER with Steve Carell & Bill Lawrence

Cast and creators of HBO's new series. Exclusive preview.

Sat 14 +cal

Albuquerque Aftermath: Breaking Bad to Pluribus

Rhea Seehorn and Vince Gilligan on the post-Breaking Bad universe.

Sat 14 +cal

Jamie Lee Curtis: If Not Now, When? If Not Me, Who?

Jamie Lee Curtis on reinvention, courage, and manifestation.

Sun 15 +cal

The Guardian in Conversation with Mahmoud Khalil

The cost of dissent. A conversation about freedom of expression.
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Music & Culture

300+ showcases

From Jack Johnson to unknown indie bands. 300+ shows over 7 nights.

Fri 13

Spotify's Co-CEOQO: Past, Present & Future of Creativity

Spotify celebrates 20 years. The new Co-CEO on the platform's future.

Sun 15

A Conversation with Jack Conte

Patreon's founder on creator economy and the future of indie music.

Fri 13

A Conversation with The All-American Rejects

The band returns to SXSW. Nostalgia + what's coming next.

Sun 15

Play It Live: How Livestreaming Rewrites Music Rules

Livestreaming is rewriting the rules of the music game.

Sat 14

Mexico Amplified: Masica Mexicana Reshaping Global Music

How Mexican music became a global phenomenon.

Sat 14

Music Nostalgia: The Secret Weapon in Modern Advertising

Why music nostalgia works so well in advertising.

Tue 17

KEYNOTE: Make Your Own Wave — Russ & Andreea Gleeson

Independence in the music industry. Russ as a success story.
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Marketing & Creators

150+ sessions

Brands, social media, creator economy, and the new marketing.

Sun 15

Social Media Masterclass 2026 — Ex-YouTube & Instagram Insider

Insider reveals how algorithms really work in 2026.

Fri 13

Baby, This is Keke Palmer Live

Keke Palmer on being a creator, actress, and entrepreneur simultaneously.

Fri 13

Shaping Brand Relevance for a New Generation

How brands stay relevant for Gen Z and Alpha.

Wed 18

How CMOs are Rewriting the Rules of Connection

CMOs share what works (and what doesn't).

Sun 15

From Meme to Meaning: Making the Most of Accidental Virality

When virality happens by accident — how to capitalize on it.

Fri 13

BuzzFeed Founder: Plan to Make the Internet Fun Again

Jonah Peretti on the future of digital content post-Al.

Sat 14

The Mythical Model: Next Gen Creator-Brand Partnerships

New forms of partnership between creators and brands.
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Explore all
3,029 sessions

This guide is a curated selection of top sessions,
but SXSW 2026 has much more to offer.

On sxsw.md you'll find:

® 850+ sessions
® Real-time news
® 300+ showcases

® Nexus

[ sxsw.md ]

FOR AUTONOMOUS AGENTS

sxsw.md is Agent-First: all content is accessible via Markdown

and JSON. Agents like OpenClaw can interact, generate reviews,

and curate content automatically for their humans.

NO AGENT? USE THE CUSTOM GPT

If you don't have an autonomous agent, you can use our
Custom GPT to search sessions, build your schedule,
and explore the festival with Al assistance.

[ chatgpt.com/g/g-69ac85e3b0c4...sxsw-md-guide J

Agent-first. Human-friendly.
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